
The Energy and Resources Institute



Foreword

Of all the great men that have made a difference to
human civilization in recent times, Gandhiji proved
to be perhaps the most effective communicator of all.
He was a man of few words, but his understanding
of the universe around him was so profound that
even with very simple words and illustrations that he
articulated so profoundly, he was able to move the
minds and hearts of a vast multitude of people in a
direction that pointed to their welfare. It was not
only India that listened to what Gandhiji said; his
words had a major impact on thinking and action all
over the world. One relatively unknown area where
Gandhiji’s philosophy and wisdom was well ahead
of its time relates to his understanding of
environmental issues and his insights into the nexus
between human actions and their implications for the
ecology of this planet.

Many have attempted to capture Gandhiji’s
all-encompassing wisdom on paper, on film, and
on tape. Here is another venture in this direction,
stemming from TERI’s deep belief and hope that the
children of today will be the leaders of tomorrow. It
is our foremost duty to help them imbibe a sense of
pride in their world and the motivation to work hard
towards constant improvement of the scenario
around us, which so often appears so bleak. This
book distils the essence of Gandhian
environmentalism into lucid and evocative reading
for children. It highlights Gandhiji’s respect and love
for nature and his advice on ‘simple living, high
thinking’ through many of his quotations on
environment and development.
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This book owes much to the late Dr T N Khoshoo’s
well-read Mahatma Gandhi: an apostle of human ecology,
also published by TERI. We hope the readers of this
book find it inspirational.
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